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Hours: T/R 11:30-12:30
T/R 10:00-11:15





W 10:30-11:30, and by appt.
G26 Eiesland Hall





Email:

NO Prerequisite Required




Aaron.Gale@mail.wvu.edu








Phone: 304-293-7733
Required Course Texts:
1. Levine, Amy-Jill, and Marc Bretter. The Jewish Annotated New Testament. Oxford: University Press, 2011.  ISBN 9780195297706   (L)
2. Nickelsburg, George E. Ancient Judaism and Christian Origins. Minneapolis:            

Fortress Press, 2003.  ISBN 9780800636128  (N)
3. Assigned readings posted on e-campus or handed out in class.  Many readings 

can be found at www.earlychristianwritings.com
4. You will also need a copy of the Old Testament for the first month of class.
Recommended Readings:
1. Chilton, Bruce D., and Jacob Neusner. Classical Christianity and Rabbinic 

Judaism. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004.
2. Davies, W.D. Christian Origins and Judaism. Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, 1962.
3.   Schiffman, Lawrence H. From Text to Tradition: A History of Second Temple 

      Judaism. Hoboken: Ktav Publishing House, 1991.
Course Objectives/Expected Learning Outcomes:

This course will explore the basic precepts of ancient Judaism and how the concepts and beliefs associated with those beliefs shaped (or didn’t shape) the birth and development of Christianity.  In particular, we will begin with a study of ancient Jewish thought, both inside and outside of the Torah.  Then we will examine how Judaism coped with the birth of Christianity, and how the Christian tradition grew up within the confines of a monotheistic Jewish framework.  In other words, did Christianity maintain any of its early Jewish identity, or did it ditch it completely?  Biblical and non-biblical sources will be utilized within our study of these two traditions.  

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to: 1. Understand and explain ancient Jewish thought in the pre-Christian era. 2. Interpret the complex world of the Roman Empire, as well as the existence of various religions within that world. 3. Differentiate the similarities and differences to Judaism found within early Christian thought from the time of Jesus to the time of the Church Fathers.

Methodology/Format:

This course will utilize many means of study including literary, archaeological, historical, and sociological methodologies.  In order to disseminate such a vast amount of information a lecture/discussion format will be the primary means of classroom study.  This means the instructor will rely upon the students to enhance unit lectures by contributing to class discussions.  There may also be various group exercises.  In addition, we may view Power Point presentations, watch movies, and invite guest lecturers to speak to the class.

Course Policies/Requirements:


1. Attendance-Students are expected to attend all sessions of this course.  Failure to do so will result in point deductions from one’s grade.  Two points will be deducted for each missed class up to ten points.  Excused absences will be determined on an individual basis.  All other absences will be considered “unexcused.”  ANY STUDENT MISSING 6 OR MORE SESSIONS WILL AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A GRADE OF “F” FOR THE COURSE.
2. Assignments-Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the day’s assignment.  This includes biblical reading assignments, any assigned scholarly readings, and written essays. There are no make-up exams under ordinary circumstances.  If extraordinary circumstances allow for a make-up exam, its format may differ from the original.  This means an all essay exam.  

3. Cancellation/Communication Policy-In the event I have to communicate with the class or cancel a session, I will notify the class via your MIX e-mail accounts.  Please check them daily.

3. Academic Integrity Policy-The integrity of the classes offered by an academic institution solidifies the foundation of its mission and cannot be sacrificed to expediency, ignorance, or blatant fraud.  Therefore, I will enforce rigorous standards of academic integrity in all aspects and assignments of this course.  Dishonesty and/or plagiarism are serious offenses.  Clear cases will result in appropriate academic discipline and an unforgivable “F” may be given for the entire course.  For the detailed policy of West Virginia University regarding the definitions of acts considered to fall under academic dishonesty and possible ensuing actions, please see the students conduct code at:
http://catalog.wvu.edu/undergraduate/coursecreditstermsclassification/#academicintegritytext.
Should you have any questions about possibly improper research citations or references, or any other activity that may be interpreted as an attempt at academic dishonesty, please see me before the assignment is due to discuss the matter.
In addition, all students are expected to act responsibly in class.  Use of cell phones, talking in class, and/or disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated and repeated violations will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct.
Assignments:

Students will be responsible for the following assignments:

1. Bible Pop Quizzes-There will be 4 pop quizzes on the assigned biblical/textbook readings.  Each quiz will be worth 10 points (20% of the total grade).  Quizzes will contain multiple-choice, true/false, fill in the blank, matching, and short answer questions.

2. Unit Examinations-There will be 3 exams on units 1, 2, and 3.  Each examination will be worth 20 points (30% of the total grade) and will contain questions pertaining to the class material for the particular unit.  Examinations will consist of multiple-choice, true/false, fill in the blank, short answer, and matching questions.

3. Research Paper-There will be one 10-page research paper worth 40 points (20% of the total grade) + an additional 20 points (10%) for an acceptable outline/bibliography.  Each student will complete a research project pertaining to a specific issue related the Jewish origins of Christianity.  This may include studies of biblical periscopes, comparative theologies, and/or individuals (i.e. Origen, Philo, Peter, etc.) related to the course subject matter.  Students will be expected to research his/her paper topic utilizing a minimum of eight approved academic resources (NO Wikipedia!), and to cite the sources utilizing the Chicago Manual of Style format.  Please see the following website for examples:
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
Paper Grading Rubric:

An A paper reflects outstanding work.  It is clear, organized, and logically reasoned throughout.  There is a clearly stated thesis, appropriate research, well beyond what the minimum sources required, to support the thesis, and the paper is footnoted correctly.  There will be few grammatical errors or misspellings.  The author has gone leaps and measures beyond what the assignment requires.

A B paper is a good essay that fulfills the assignment, beyond the minimum requirements.  There are few grammatical errors.  The paper is well organized and coherent, but may contain a few footnoting or research errors.  Overall, the paper is good, but contains a few too many errors to be considered excellent. The author has gone above and beyond the minimum requirements, but not to the point of the paper being excellent.

A C paper satisfactorily fulfills the minimum requirements, but does little beyond that.  The author may have used the minimum number of required research sources.  The writing is fairly clear, but there are grammatical issues, such as misspelled words or fragmented sentences.  There may be a coherent thesis and theme throughout, but there are some structural errors. Papers deemed as “rush jobs” sometimes fall into the lower end of this category, or in the D range.

A D paper may be poorly organized and written to the extent that it barely shows any effort to complete the assignment.  There are many structural and grammatical errors, very little research, and a general lack of organization.  There may or may not be a clearly stated thesis, and the supporting research is weak, if present at all. There may be evidence that the writer has at least attempted to do the required work, but overall the paper lacks any sort of real effort.

An F paper ignores or shows no understanding of the assignment, no evidence of an attempt to do the assignment, or evidence of dishonest work by the student.
4. Final exam-The final exam in this class will be worth a total of 40 points (20% of the total grade).  Approximately 20 points of the exam will be based upon unit 4 course material.  The remaining 20 points will come from other topics discussed throughout the semester.
*Dr. Gale’s 94% challenge*-Any student who has earned 94% or more of the total class points on Tuesday, December 6 will be exempt from taking the final exam.
***Please check eCampus e-mail regularly as that is how the instructor will contact the class.
Grades/Grading:
Grades will be calculated based upon one’s percentage of total points (out of 200):

A = 90-100% (180 points and higher)


B = 80-89.9%
(160-179 points)


C = 70-79.9% (140-159 points)

D = 60-69.9%
(120-139 points)


F = below 60% (below 120 points)
There is no grade curve nor are there any extra credit points.

Course Schedule:
UNIT 1: JUDAISM AND THE PRE-CHRISTIAN WORLD

Week 1
TOPIC






READINGS
Aug. 17-19
Introduction to the Biblical World


Genesis 1-17


Is the Bible a History Book?



All of Exodus;


What is the Torah?




(N), 17-32
Week 2
Aug. 22-26
Ancient Jewish Thought/Was There “Judaism”?
see above
Jewish Laws/Customs


Leviticus; Num 28-30
Week 3
Aug. 29-Sep.2
Jewish Life in Exile: A Big Change


2 Kgs 17-25
 Life and Theology




Ps 137; Isaiah 40-45

Ezra/Nehemiah and the Return to Zion

Ezra 1-8; Zech
History of the Ancient World



Esther; (N), 33-59
Week 4

Sep. 5-9
Hellenistic Judaism




1 Macc; (N), 60-96


Lawrence Schiffman 




assigned readings


The Second Temple Period






THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8-PAPER TOPICS DUE

UNIT 2: SECTARIAN JUDAISM AND THE BIRTH OF CHRISTIANITY
Week 5
TOPIC






READINGS
Sep. 12-16
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13-UNIT 1 EXAM-20 POINTS


So, What is Early Judaism?



(L), 501-513
Jewish Sects and the Rise of Rome
(L), 526-530; (N), 98-


The Roman Empire and Religion


119; assigned readings
Week 6
Sep. 19-23
Christianity is Born




(L) 536-543


The Lines Blur…




(L) 554-561


Are We Jews or Christians or Both?


assigned readings
Week 7
Sep. 26-30
Jewish-Christian Thought



(N), 139-156


Christian “Scriptures”




assigned readings


Introduction to Jesus/Christology


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30-PAPER OUTLINES DUE

Week 8
Topic






Readings
Oct. 3-7
Who Was Jesus?




(L) 577-585


Paul (First Christian Writer) and Judaism

Galatians; Rom 3-11









1 Cor; (L) 551-554
Week 9 









Oct. 10-14
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13-UNIT 2 EXAM-20 POINTS



Jewish Reactions to Christianity


Matthew


Christian Reactions to Judaism



Archaeology’s Role

MID-TERM GRADES DUE ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12
Week 10
Oct. 17-21
The Gospels, continued



finish Matt


The Jesus Movement Evolves



John 13-21; Rev 13-22


UNIT 3: JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY CO-EXIST

Week 11
Oct. 24-28
Crisis: The Jewish Revolt



(N), 157-176


Judaism and Christianity Evolve


2 Thess
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27-ROUGH DRAFTS OF PAPERS DUE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23-LAST DAY TO DROP A COURSE

Week 12
TOPIC






READINGS
Oct. 31-Nov. 4
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3-UNIT 3 EXAM-20 POINTS


Life in the Post-Biblical World


(N), 177-200


The Church Fathers 




readings from Ignatius

Week 13
Nov. 7-11
Justin Martyr/Origen




readings from Justin’s
“Dialogue with 

Trypho”; Origen
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8-ELECTION DAY-NO SCHOOL
Week 14

Nov. 14-18
Jewish Reactions in the Talmud


(N), 220-238










Talmudic readings

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17-RESEARCH PAPERS DUE
NO CLASS FROM NOVEMBER 19-27: THANKSGIVING RECESS
Week 15
Nov. 28-Dec.2
The Final Parting of the Ways?  Or Not?

The Didache









Assigned

DECEMBER 5-LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW FROM THE UNIVERSITY
NO CLASS ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6; STUDY DAY-REVIEW FOR FINAL EXAM!
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 FROM 3-5PM-CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAMINATION WORTH 50 POINTS.
Inclusivity Statement

“The West Virginia University community is committed to creating and fostering a positive learning and working environment based on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing any type of accommodation in order to participate in this class, please advise me and make appropriate arrangements with the Office of Accessibility Services (293-6700). For more information on West Virginia University's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives, please see http://diversity.wvu.edu."
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